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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 217171 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PDIP, BN 

SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR BOYA'S CALL AT DEPARTMENT 

1 . BENINESE AMBASSADOR BOYA CALLED ON AFAV DIRECTOR AT 
HIS REQUEST FOR SHORT MEETING ON AUGUST 22. BOYA STATED 
THAT HE WAS OUT OF TOWN WHEN CHARGE DAVISON CALLED AT 
THE BENIN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. HE HOPES TO HAVE THE 
OCCASION TO MEET DAVISON WHEN HE (BOYA) TRAVELS TO COTONOU 
NEXT WEEK FOR A THREE WEEK STAY. 

2. BOYA AGAIN RAISED THE QUESTION OF WHEN THE US WOULD 
CONSIDER SENDING AN AMBASSADOR TO BENIN. WE NOTED THERE 
IS LITTLE ENTHUSIASM WITHIN USG FOR SUCH A MOVE IN THE 
ABSENCE OF POSITIVE STEPS BY BENIN TO IMPROVE BILATERAL 
RELATIONS. WE NOTED THAT THE NEXT UNGA OFFERS BENIN AN 
EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE ITS DESIRE FOR 
IMPROVED RELATIONS. WE ADDED THAT THE RESOLUTION OF THE 
BENNETT CASE WAS A STEP IN THIS DIRECTION. WE GAVE BOYA 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 217171 

A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF STATE OF PLAY IN WESTERN SAHARA, 

NAMIBIA, RHODESIA, AND THE HORN, NOTED OUR CONTINUING 
CONCERN OVER THE CUBAN PRESENCE IN AFRICA, AND EXPLAINED 
US SUPPORT FOR ECOWAS. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO BOYA'S QUERY REGARDING POSSIBLE 
ASSISTANCE TO REPAIR THE DAMAGES RESULTING FROM THE 1977 
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MERCENARY ATTACK, WE REPLIED THAT BENIN ALREADY HAD 
OUR RESPONSE, AND DOUBTED WHETHER THE US WOULD BE 
WILLING TO ASSIST IN THAT CONTEXT. WE NOTED, HOWEVER, 
THAT U.S. IS PREPARED TO EXAMINE CAREFULLY REQUESTS FOR 
ASSISTANCE THAT FURTHER LONG TERM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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